Magnetic resonance imaging in intracranial paracoccidioidomycosis.
Paracoccidioidomycosis is a systemic mycosis, endemic in South and Central America, that affects the central nervous system (CNS) in almost 10% of patients. Neurological involvement includes two different clinical forms: meningeal and granulomatous, also known as the pseudotumor form. Five patients with biopsy-proved systemic paracoccidioidomycosis and neurological complaints were studied by magnetic resonance imaging. CNS involvement was detected in all patients in the form of multiple round or lobulated lesions, predominantly hypointense on T2-weighted images and ring or nodular enhancement on post-gadolinium T1-weighted images. The lesions were distributed diffusely, with a slight predominance in the supratentorial compartment, although infratentorial lesions were also observed, mainly in the cerebellum. Hypointense lesions on T2-weighted images persisted in all 3 patients reexamined after treatment, whereas enhancing lesions on post-gadolinium T1-weighted images turned isointense in 2 patients. Magnetic resonance imaging is a sensitive method in documenting CNS paracoccidioidomycosis, most frequently as supratentorial and infratentorial multiple, round or lobulated hypointense lesions on T2-weighted images.